
Au Bon Climat & Clendenen Family Vineyards
SALES: +1 (805) 680-8077  |  WINERY: +1 (805) 937-9801

AUBONCLIMAT.COM

2019

Pinot Noir 
Sanford & Benedict Vineyard
Lots of ripe berry fruits, new leather, dried herbs, and some earthy nuances in 
this chiseled, focused Pinot Noir. A terrific, complex, savory Pinot Noir that will 
unquestionably keep for over a decade.

From The Winemaker
We selected grapes from one of the “old vine, own rooted” sections at Sanford 
and Benedict. After careful hand picking in the early morning hours, the grapes 
arrived at the winery nice and cold.  Cold grapes give time for a cold soak and a 
slower fermentation. During the cold, extended soak, the fruit driven aromas and 
flavors were extracted from the grapes. The slower fermentation also assisted 
in the gradual extraction of additional aromas and flavors as the alcohol content 
slowly rises. About 25% was whole cluster fermented.

After the grapes reached dryness, the grapes were pressed, and the wine was 
put in François Frères French oak barrels, about 50% new. The wine was gently 
racked in the late spring and was returned to barrel for a total of 20 months. 

Tasting Notes
So many aromas slowly rise out of the glass: berry compote, coffee, cola, and 
black licorice are just a few of the many and constantly evolving elements in 
the bouquet. On the palate the wine is light but intense. Lots of ripe berry fruits, 
new leather, dried herbs, and some earthy nuances in this chiseled, focused Pinot 
Noir. Medium- to full-bodied with lots of structure and length, it’s terrific & 
complex. A wine of this stature should improve and evolve for years to come.

Food Pairings
This Pinot is complex, layered, but not bold. Pair with oak grilled salmon, lamb 
or pork chops with red wine reduction, smoked ham.

APPELLATION: 
Sta. Rita Hills

VINEYARD: 
Sanford & Benedict Vineyard

VARIETAL:  
Pinot Noir

COOPERAGE:  
20 months François Frères 
French Oak (50% new)

HARVEST: September 18, 2019

ALCOHOL: 13.5%

ACIDITY: 6.9

pH: 3.43

RESIDUAL SUGAR: <0

SUGGESTED RETAIL: $50

AT A GLANCE
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“Pale ruby-garnet, the 2019 Pinot Noir Sanford & Benedict Vineyard 

has singular aromas of wild strawberries and blackberries with 

nuances of allspice, dried flowers, citrus peel and autumn leaves.”

— ERIN BROOKS, WINE ADVOCATE 
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ACCOLADES

Historic Vineyard 


